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Course Overview
English I utilizes a thematic approach to literature and writing, allowing students to address,
discuss, and write about “big picture” ideas. Grammar, vocabulary, research, discussion, and
public speaking skills will be integrated throughout the year, and are a major component of the
course.  Students will be required to write at least one summative essay per semester, and many
smaller writing assignments will be made throughout the year.

Additional course information and class resources are located in Schoology.

Course Objectives
By the end of this class, students will be able to:

● engage in productive discourse;
● effectively collaborate with peers, devising a game plan and building on one another’s

ideas to successfully complete a project or assignment;
● analyze texts for literary elements, diction, and imagery in order to analyze how the

author's choices contribute to mood, tone, purpose and theme;
● make an assertion supported by strong evidence and compose dra�s, revise, and edit for

a polished final written product;
● conduct research using credible sources, synthesize information, and present findings

through a variety of modes.

📚 Texts

In addition to numerous short stories that will be provided in class, this year we will also read
the following novels. The school has a limited number to check out to students, but it is always
very helpful for a student to own their own copy so that they can take notes directly into the
novels. The English Department will send out an order form for anyone choosing to buy their
own copies.

● Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck ISBN: 978-014-0177398
● A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry ISBN: 978-0-679-75533-3
● Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card ISBN: 978-081-2550702
● Choice Novel - Students will be given a large selection of pre-approved novels. I

will send more information on each one when we get closer to the unit.



💻 Course Communication

Class Announcements Posted in Schoology and sent out through Remind 101

Email/Personal Messages You can message me through Schoology or email me at
jdye@humbleisd.net

When writing an email, please follow the expectations below:
● In the Subject line, include your name, class period,

and subject of the message (e.g., Heather Smith—6th

period—Essay Question)
● Be specific about what you need in your email.

Note: It may take up to 24 hours to receive a reply during the
week and 48 hours on the weekend, so do not wait until the
last minute to send a message if you need help.

📝 Grading Policy

Summative Assessments – 60%
● 3 per quarter
● Tests, projects, process essays, and certain timed writings

Formative Assessments – 40%
● 9-18 per quarter
● Daily assignments, class participation, quizzes, reading checks, and short writing

assignments
● Announced quizzes are worth two (2) formative grades

Late Work Policy
Formative and summative assignments will have a 20 point deduction, and will be accepted
through the end of the unit.

💡Academic Code of Conduct (Cheating and Plagiarism)

From the Humble ISD handbook:
Cheating on an assignment or test will result in a zero being recorded for that assignment or test. In
addition, cheating is considered a level 2 conduct violation and is subject to additional disciplinary
measures as discussed in the Student Code of Conduct.

You are expected to complete your own work, express your own ideas, and abide by the
Kingwood High School Academic Pledge.  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated
under any circumstances.  Plagiarism is the taking of another’s work or ideas and claiming
them as your own; as such it is literally intellectual the�.  Plagiarism includes failure to cite
information gained from outside sources using proper, MLA-formatted documentation.
Cheating includes (but is not limited to) copying another student’s work, asking another
student what is on a test or quiz, using cheat sheets on assessments, collaborating with
another student on an individual assignment, providing your own work to another student for
their use, and copying and pasting from the internet.
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